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This year, the Prince George Corps is celebrating its 100th year of service in the community – and there is

much to celebrate! God has demonstrated His faithfulness time and time again in the lives and ministry of

the officers, soldiers, adherents, friends, and volunteers serving in the community. Unlike the imposing

beauty of a great building or the timeless shapes of a bronze statue, God has memorialized His faithfulness

in the hearts and lives of people. For example, Beth* is a retired health care worker. She retired early

because of her own health care concerns, but found that she had trouble filling her days with meaningful

activities – after all, you can only play solitaire so many times in one day. Beth came to The Salvation

Army to explore how she can volunteer her time and make a difference in the community at the same time.

Now, Beth spends three days per week volunteering in the food bank, repackaging bulk food items for

distribution to households in need. “Even though I don’t get to see the faces of the people that we are

supporting, I find so much joy in knowing that the work that I am doing is changing lives . Best of all, The

Salvation Army makes provisions for my disability so that I can serve every week.” 

“There’s lots of help in the community,” says David*, one of the guests that visit The Salvation Army for

support on a regular basis. “The difference with The Salvation Army is that they care about you – and not

just with their words. Its great to be able to meet with the chaplain and talk about the stresses of life and

find support to make little changes.” David is one of so many that The Salvation Army is privileged to

journey through the seasons of life. Little by little, David has been able to make successive small changes

that have a cumulative impact on his life. Last month, David didn’t need to visit the food bank at all

because he had everything that he needed to support himself. He still made contact to let us know he was

doing all right, though. 

Transforming Lives

Written by: Major Neil Wilkinson 
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Written by: Major Neil Wilkinson

John* moved to Prince George from a small Northern British Columbia community to find work because his

home town didn’t provide many opportunities or prospects in his career of choice. He has all of his belongings

in his car with him, but still hasn’t found a job. He wants to support himself and doesn’t want to live in the local

shelter. So John has decided to live in his car. Early in January, Major Neil noticed a car parked in the Corps

parking lot late one evening. Approaching the car, he introduced himself to John and learned of his story.

“John’s immediate concern was whether or not he could sleep in his car in The Salvation Army parking lot,”

said Major Neil. “He didn’t need anything, only permission to use our property.” Of course, with winter cold a

concern, Major Neil went to the thrift store, gathered up an electric heater and an extension cord, and brought

them to John. Now John has a way to keep warm and safe without running his engine plugged in to the

building at the Corps. John and Major Neil continue to get to know each other and John keeps watch over the

Corps building through the night. “Sometimes the kindness of Jesus that we show is honouring the choices that

people make and loving unconditionally,” says Major Neil.

Sonya* is a quiet girl of 15 that doesn’t have many friends. She is the kind of girl that has three or four really

close friends and shies away from too many boisterous people. She comes from a broken family whose dad left

her and her mother. She finds Christian family at The Salvation Army, where she not only found Jesus as her

Lord and Saviour, but has also found a creative outlet for worship as part of the S. O. UL. Dance troop. “Dance is

a great way to worship – and its fun and gives me something to do,” says Sonya. “Sometimes its really hard and

my friends at S. O. UL. Help me cope with life.”

Terra was a social worker for the government and heard rumors about the work that The Salvation Army was

doing to journey with people in need – and not all of the rumors were positive. So, rather than basing her

opinion on here say, she decided that she was going to find out for herself what The Salvation Army food bank

was all about. She called Major Neil to set up a time to come and tour the food bank and get an understanding

of the work of the organization, see that work in action, and better understand the support that The Salvation

Army was providing to the community. That was over six years Now, Terra has left her government job and

has been serving as the Community Ministries Supervisor, convinced that God has called and equipped her to

serve in His name for this season of her life. Moreover, she and her family have become members of The

Salvation Army, worshipping and serving through the Corps. “I never imagined that the phone call those many

years ago would have such a profound affect on my family and myself – and I wouldn’t trade it for the world,”

says Terra.

There are substantial and significant monuments commemorating what God has done through the work of The

Salvation Army in Prince George – all found in the faces of the lives touched by His faithful servants

responding to the constant call to Give Hope Today.

*names have been changed to secure the identity of the people involved.

 



The Salvation Army Prince George Corps will celebrate its 100th anniversary from May 14-16, 2021. The

Army has a proud history of serving the community. The Army opened fire in Prince George on July 9,

1921, with the opening ceremonies performed by Staff Captain Jaynes in the old Gold Hotel on 3rd Ave.

The first officers were Ensign Day and Lieutenant Elliot. The first permanent corps opened at 1088 4th

Ave. in 1927, with the current corps opening at 777 Ospika Blvd. South in 1967.

The upcoming centennial celebration will be different than previous anniversaries, due to the ongoing

pandemic, and will be a virtual celebration on the corps website https://sapg.ca. The celebration will

feature different celebrations over the weekend, including traditional brass band music, a virtual

dinner with the Divisional Commander on May 15th, and a message by the Territorial Commander. The

anniversary celebration is a chance for current and former members, as well as any interested

community member, to celebrate how the Army has demonstrated God’s love over the past century,

and how they will continue to do so for generations to come. While we can’t gather in person this year,

there are tentative plans to hold a large homecoming sometime in 2022, should large gatherings be

allowed by then.

The Army has come a long way in a century. What started as humble beginnings is now one of the

largest non-government social services organization in Prince George, with the city’s largest food bank

and largest non-profit thrift store. We continue to be a Christ-centred organization, and look forward

to serving the community for centuries to come.

Prince George Corps: 100 Years of Celebrating God’s Love

Written by: Corey Walker



The Salvation Army founder, General William Booth was a visionary who achieved great change on an

international scale. As founder of the Salvation Army, General Booth responded to social concerns in the 19th

century by creating an organization designed to meet the needs of all humans without discrimination. In

response to the need for jobs and affordable merchandise, coupled with the fear of disease and a desire to

preserve the land, Booth created the Household Salvage Brigade composed of a group of men, and women

responsible for collecting unwanted household items. Since this time there are several hundred Salvation Army

thrift stores across Canada.  In Prince George, there are three Thrift Stores, (18th Avenue, Hart Highway, Bon

Voyage Plaza). By shopping at any one of the local thrift stores you become a steward for the earth by reducing

and reusing gently used items you purchase. I  am a thrift store shopper, and I enjoy the fact that I can find

name-brand and brand-new items that have been gently used for the fraction of the price of most other retail

stores As part of our stewardship of the Earth, The Salvation Army Thrift Store offers a unique way to serve

through retail and recycling by helping to divert waste from landfills.  It is very pleasing to know that purchases

made by myself or by other shoppers help to meet the needs of The Salvation Army programs like the food bank,

and the emergency voucher programs for the vulnerable in our local community. 

If you would like to donate gently used items to The Salvation Army Recycling program they can be dropped off

at 3500 18th Avenue, Prince George, BC. Please visit www.sapg.ca/services/recycling-depot

Thrift Store

Written by: Sharon Harder 



Emergency Disaster Services

Written by Sharon Harder

"The Halifax Explosion is where it all began for The Salvation Army emergency disaster service program in

Canada,” explains Jan Keats, divisional emergency disaster services coordinator.

The 1917 Halifax Explosion is a momentous event in Salvation Army history. When the tragedy struck,

Salvation Army personnel from across the country assisted in relief efforts, providing food, clothing, and

emotional care to those impacted. 

The Halifax Explosion occurred when two ships, a Belgian relief ship – the Imo, and a French munitions ship

– the Mont Blanc, collided in Halifax harbor on December 6, 1917. The explosion and subsequent tsunami-like

wave destroyed much of the city of Halifax, killed more than 1,600 people, and injured thousands more. 

The Army dispatched personnel from across the country and Newfoundland to assist with relief efforts,

which lasted for months. In addition to providing for the practical needs of those impacted, such as food and

clothing, Salvation Army personnel provided emotional and spiritual support to responders. 

This work has continued for the past 104 years and is now known as The Salvation Army’s emergency

disaster services program, which operates Canada-wide.

“We remember all those who lost their lives in this tragedy,” she explains. “We carry their memory with us

every time we respond to a disaster in the Maritimes and across the country.” 

Today, The Salvation Army’s Emergency Disaster Services (EDS) has grown into an international network

involving thousands of trained personnel worldwide, including many volunteers. The Salvation Army plays

a critical role in all aspects of the emergency management continuum: mitigation/prevention,

preparedness, response, and recovery.

Salvation Army EDS personnel respond to incidents of various sizes and scopes. In following with its holistic

ministry, the Army provides support that meets the immediate, as well as long-term, physical, emotional,

and spiritual needs of disaster survivors and responders.

The Emergency Disaster Services team in Prince George has been dispatched on many occasions. The

biggest disaster in our British Columbia history was the wildfire season of 2017. During this time our

Emergency Disaster Services team was dispatched to Williams Lake & Prince George, and Quesnel. Our

team of trained personnel and volunteers helped to serve and provide thousands of meals, and provided

emotional and spiritual care, and gave support to thousands of displaced individuals and families. Our

Volunteers gave approximately 8,600 hours of their time to help during this emergency. We are extremely

proud of our team in Prince George. 

If you would like to volunteer for our Emergency Disaster Services Team in Prince George, contact Roberta

Chartrand our Volunteer Coordinator at 250-564-4000 ext 230. 



Between our donors, partners, volunteers, church members, fellow staff members, and guests of  

our community support centre we are in a constant state of relationship-building. And it is a

wonderful thing!  We get to forge these amazing, deep connections in order to make a

significant change  in our community, and over the last 100 years this has REALLY mattered. 

 We have been very fortunate to develop many partnerships over the years in Prince George

and with the support of these partners, donors and volunteers standing behind the "Red Shield"

of the Salvation Army Prince George. We have been able to go from a very small building on 4th  

Avenue in 1927  to the Church on Ospika Boulevard  in 1967  and now in this amazing building on

the corner of Nicholson & 18th Avenue in 2015.  Within this building we have the food bank,

thrift store, warehouse, and the donation centre.  As a staff member I can say that this building

has been an amazing gift for our community. With this gift we have been able to provide

compassionate support and practical assistance to the public. By meeting needs and giving

hope to families and individuals, we are transforming lives of some of the most vulnerable in

our city. Our relationships with our community partners, donors and volunteers have helped to

make this possible for us to carry on the much needed work in our community. We look forward

to many more years of building relation-ships, and partnership in this community. Thank you

to all of our partners, donors, volunteers, church members, and staff  for your support, and

dedication to The Salvation Army - Prince George.

  

Community Partnerships

Written by: Sharon Harder
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